
Saving Lives & Healing Hearts Since 1974 

September 26, 2016 WHY? 

Dear Friends of  CERT,             

 

Sometimes things happen that simply defies our understanding.  We ask “WHY” Lord.  Help me understand.  

What are you trying to teach me, Lord?  We may never understand this side of heaven but we do have a won-

derful promise in Romans 8:28. 

 

“God causes all things to work together for good to those who love Him, 

 to those who are called according to His purpose.” 

 

PLEASE, YOU MUST READ THE LETTER BELOW 

Under Communist rule in Romania many Christians 

were thrown into prison and tortured because of their 

faith…beaten and tortured in the most unimaginable 

ways.  

 

One of those Christians was a dear brother named 

Demeter. 

 

In prison he was beaten so severely with a hammer 

on his spine that vertebras were crushed  and he was 

paralyzed. 

 

Under those physical conditions he was still kept in 

prison.  He was able only to move his neck. The con-

ditions in the prison were wretched. There was no 

running water, not even a change of clothes, family 

members or friends had to feed and care for him. 

 
It was a living hell. Demeter stayed like this in prison for many years. When the revolution happened in        

Romania, he was freed with the other prisoners. He was taken home where someone took care of him. 

 

Days, weeks or months after he was freed someone knocked on the door of his house.  It was a man looking for 

Demeter. Imagine Demeter’s shock when he saw the man who knocked.  He would never forget that man.     

He would never forget that face.  It was the communist guard who had beaten Demeter until he was paralyzed.  

 

Imagine what went through brother Demeter’s mind…the flashbacks of beatings…the  hunger…filth of the 

prison…the helplessness with which he lived…if you could call it living. There must have been a flood of 

thoughts whirling in his mind. 

Folks, the letter below was written and sent to us from Aniel Naste, a minister in Romania. Aniel handles all 

the logistical arrangements and itinerary for our CERT teams that go to Romania. He also coordinates and 

distributes the Pastor Support Funds that some of you give monthly for CERT to supplement  pastors sala-

ries  whose incomes are below the poverty line. 

WHY? 
WHY? 



The guard looking at Demeter said, “Mister Demeter I know you can’t imagine why I am here.  I am 

here to ask your forgiveness. You are not the only one I tortured.  I know for me there is no forgiveness 

for all the crimes I committed.  Not even God can forgive me. I am going to hang myself, but before I do 

I wanted to come and tell you that I regret what I did to you.”   

 

When Brother Demeter heard this, he said to that prison guard: “To this day, never have I regretted so 

much that I cannot move my hands; I wish I could give you a hug.” 

 

Brother Demeter continued, “For many years I’ve been praying for you daily. I love you with all my 

heart.  Since you can move your hands please come and give me a hug.”  

 

That day brother Demeter and the guard became brothers, united in 

Christ… the victim and the executioner. This is no regular kind of love; this 

is unconditional love all the way. This is what Christ has done for us and 

this is the responsibility we have to do for others. 

 

This is exactly what CERT is doing. They are sharing God’s love with 

many nations of the earth.  

 

CERT teams have been coming to Romania since 1990. 

 

In all the years that I have worked with CERT in Romania, I’ve been asked 

a multitude of questions, but the most frequent one is  “Why?”  

 

“Why are those people coming all the way from America to help us?” 

“Why are they giving us this for free?”  “Why would anyone do all this 

for me?”  

 

To all these questions I like to give a simple answer: John 3:16: “For 

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  
 

A lot of people have probably heard 

that verse many times. But do they   

really understand what it means?  

However, they now can see it on the  

faces of CERT team members. They 

experience it. It has been said, “The  people on CERT teams come   

because they love God and God has sent them because He loves us.” 

 

I could not hear it more clearly said than from the mouth of a   

shepherd. He came to the medical-dental clinic this year in the isolated   

village of  Archita.  

 

He heard about the clinic and came specifically to see the CERT 

people. All the other doctors and dentists that he had seen refused 

him and treated him badly because of his poverty status.  

 

With tears running down his face he would not stop kissing the 

hands of the doctors and dentist continuing to say: “only God could 

have sent you here!!”  



 

It is something to hear a Bible verse, but it is something else to 

experience it. That goes also for both the one that is showing 

love and for the one receiving it. 

 

God is calling us to share His love with all people. Have you ev-

er felt that calling?  You may have asked yourself: “Why?  

“Why?”  “WHY ME?” “Why should I do it?”  “Why should I 

go?” 
 

Let me give you a quick answer. Do it “For Him!” And for the 

people that need to see and experience HIS LOVE.  

 

Let me show you pictures of a few happy people that have seen and felt that love from CERT team members.  

Notice the joy on the faces of most all the people; well most of them, perhaps with the exception of those 

with a dentist…that is just fear… but then again we all know why. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The old lady in the picture above was just “blown away” that she can read again with the glasses that she re-

ceived. 

 

Let me encourage you to support CERT with your prayer and financial support.  CERT has been helping the 

poor in rural areas of Romania since 1990.  Your gift helps CERT help us in Romania. 

Thank You!! 

 

In His Service, 

Aniel Naste 

P.S. – Dr. Ken Daugherty 

   Through the years we have shared many stories and experiences of seeing God at work.  These are not 

CERT stories.  These are, as one staff member put it, God stories…and in a real sense, your stories also.   

   We could not send teams around the world without  your prayers and financial support. YQU are CERT.  

We covet your prayers and need your help.   

   Your gift whether it be $5…$15…$50…$100…$500 or more is important. Together we can and do make 

a difference. 

   As you read this we have a large team in Haiti…a medical/dental team, a construction team, an evange-

lism team, a food service team, a ministering team to orphans,…one of the most expensive short term, multi

-faceted, missions we have ever done. We do need your financial help…and PRAYERS. 

   Please pray for the team. Please give your best gift today. God richly bless you for caring. 
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